JANUARY 12, 2026, MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, January 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council
Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present:

Paul Morrison, Mayor William Kantsios, Council Mikhail Mann, Council

Chris Wickline, Council Phillip Hunt, Council Steve Buckland, Police Officer
Richard Cox, Supt/Town Manager Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk  Gary Thompson

Kelly Bennett Kim Kantsios Tommy Kantsios

Marva Boggess Alleta Morrison Lorie Dixon

Sherry Cox Warren Wilson, RCVFD Mason Boggess, RCVFD
Satish Patel Helen Swartout/Rick Tim Brown, Virginian Leader
Chasity Wilson Jim Daniels Jason Buckland

David Clarke, VDOT Jessie Miller, VDOT Brian Walker, VDOT

VIA ZOOM: Chris Thornton, Council

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Morrison opened the meeting followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 9th & 22Nd, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Kantsios moved to approve December 9th & 22nd, 2025, meeting minutes as presented and the
motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following
voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, and Mr. Mann. Absent: Mr. Thornton

Mayor Morrison introduced the representatives in attendance from VDOT. Mr. David Clarke provided a
summary of various projects, funding sources, and contacts that are available to the Town. Mr. Jessie
Miller suggested the Town work with Giles County, as the Town’s sponsoring agent, for most requests of
VDOT assistance. Mr. Wickline expressed his concerns regarding the two intersections entering Town
along Rt 460 and asked if their engineers could review these areas. There was some discussion regarding
the number of accidents reported to VDOT versus the number of accidents reported by the RCVFD and Mr.
Clarke said VDOT obtains their accident data from the Virginia State Police (VSP) and Fire Chief Wilson
said the VSP are not dispatched to all accidents in Rich Creek, explaining the discrepancy in the reports.
Mr. Clarke said they will review these areas of concern. Mr. W. Kantsios said, according to a recent article
in the Virginian Leader, VDOT has completed all work orders within the Town and Mr. Brian Walker said he
is aware of two locations they have not completed work in. Mr. W. Kantsios requested they review the
shoulders along Woodland Road that have been undermined by the rain fall and there was some
discussion regarding the recent work completed by a contractor for the Town to repair the erosion near the
town’s public utility service lines, as a result of flooding on Main Street caused from a blocked drain pipe
maintained by VDOT. Mr. Clarke said there are no funds available to assist the Town with the expense of
the repair made by the Town. Mr. W. Kantsios said the Town’s 5-year Comprehensive Plan states a VDOT
representative will attend a Town Council meeting each quarter and Mr. Clarke said he will be happy to
attend future meetings.

Mr. W. Kantsios moved to approve Mr. Thornton’s participation in the meeting, by electronic
means, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (4-
0) Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios and Mr. Mann.

EXECUTIVE SESSION



Mr. Kantsios made a motion to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(7) for
Legal Matters to meet with legal counsel to discuss litigation, and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES;
Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton, YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in
closed session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call

vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton, YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Warren Wilson, RCVFD
e The monthly activity and finance report was presented to the Council for review.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mrs. Kelly Bennett said she is concerned about the response time she experienced recently after calling
911 for non-emergency assistance with a senior member of her family. She said she is concerned about
the need for emergency services and no one being available for an extended amount of time and the
negative effect this could have on a patient, when assistance isn’t received quickly. Mr. Thornton said
there are procedures the emergency services dispatcher follows and suggested they call and speak with
the emergency services coordinator to inquire about the procedures followed and concerns. It was
mentioned the majority of emergency service responders in Giles County are volunteers and varying
factors play a role in the response time (i.e. members aren’t available due to employment, members on
another emergency call, etc.) Mr. Boggess said the Giles Rescue services will be operating from a location
in the Glen Lyn area soon.

OLD BUSINESS

A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL
Mr. Cox provided a picture of the new shell building ordered December 26, for the future RCVFD. He said
the Giles County building permit is current and active for the projected plans. He said as soon as he is
provided with an expected delivery date for the building materials, he will move forward on the plans for the
concrete slab work order.

B) CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASING AN EXPANDED METAL PARTITION FOR THE FORD
INTERCEPTOR
Officer Buckland said he anticipates delivery of the unit tomorrow.

C) UPDATE ON THE INSTALLATION OF THE NEW DOORS AT THE RICH CREEK COMMUNITY
CENTER
Mr. Cox reported the doors have been delivered and will be installed by the public works department, as
time allows.

D) CONSIDERATION OF MR. SATISH PATEL’S REQUEST FOR AN ADJUSTMENT ON UTILITY
BILL
Mr. W. Kantsios asked Mr. Patel if he was made aware he had a water leak multiple times before he acted
upon the information received and he agreed he was notified and his intention is to replace all the old water



service lines with new materials, once the weather is favorable. Mr. Wickline suggested the Council
consider an adjustment to Mr. Patel’s utility bill after he has begun to actively replace the service lines and
the consensus of the members agreed to table the discussion.

NEW BUSINESS

A) CONSIDERATION OF CONDITIONAL USE APPROVAL-713 WOODLAND ROAD BUILDING

PLACEMENT

Mr. Cox requested Council's approval of a conditional use permit for the placement of a new building at 713
Woodland Road. He said the building placement meets all setback requirements, explaining the Town’s
Land Development Regulations require a $200 fee to be paid before a Conditional Use Permit is
considered for the residential area. He asked the Council to consider waving the fee and Mr. Mann moved
to approve of waving the $200 fee for the Conditional Use Permit and the motion was seconded by
Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr.
Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
MAYOR’S REPORT-Paul Morrison
No report.

SUPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS/TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Richard Cox

e Water Leak Loss rate for December-14%. Leak detection underway

o Work completed on public service utility lines exposed due to erosion and barriers placed to
prevent vehicles from parking near the area.

¢ Additional work on the Possum Hollow water storage tank will be completed at a later time and Mr.
Cox said he continues to watch for grant funding.

e The GIS mapping of the town’s public utility lines has been completed and the remaining $36K of
the Lead & Copper grant funds has been depleted.

e The public works employees have been working diligently at GCSTP pressing the sludge to
maintain the required levels.

e Mr. Cox reported the Virginia Department of Health mobile unit was in Rich Creek recently and
offered multiple screening services to the community. He said additional marketing materials will be
sent out to promote the services.

e Miscellaneous equipment, tools, etc. will be advertised via GovDeals.com.

e Mr. Cox said he intends to hire an additional employee for the public works department in early
2026.

e Deputy Clerk Morris provided an update on the Rich Creek Activity Committees plans.

Valentine “Show the Love” Dinner on Saturday, February 14t at 5:00 PM

Personalized Brick pavers will be sold as a fund raiser ($50 each)

April 17t is the 80" Anniversary of the town and the group is planning a banquet on
Saturday, April 18t

History of Rich Creek room planned for the town office

The return of Autumnfest is planned for September 12t

Contest for the design of a Rich Creek Town Seal. Mr. Wickline moved to approve the
planning of a contest for the design of a town seal and the motion was seconded by
Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES:
Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.
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e Mr. Cox extended his thanks to Mayor Morrison and the Town Council members for their
participation and support of the employees and scheduled activities.

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland
e Chief Buckland’s activity report was provided for Council to review.

GILES PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-William Kantsios
= Mr. W. Kantsios provided an update on the Giles County PSA activities.
= Garbage pickup will be delayed one day due to Martin Luther King JR holiday observance.
= A 3-year Water & Wastewater apprenticeship program planned for the Giles County Vocational
School

TREASURER'’S REPORT-Pam Kantsios
o All treasury balances and the Budget versus Actual reports were presented.

o 2025 Real & Personal Property tax tickets will be sent out shortly, with a due date of Monday,
March 16, 2026.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS
The bills were presented in the amount of $63,206.30 Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of
the bills and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0)
by the following roll call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton
YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

APPOINTMENTS
A) RICH CREEK PLANNING COMMISSION-Consideration of appointment for term ending August 31,
2026
Mr. Wickline moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Conrad T. Lambert to serve on the Rich
Creek Planning Commission and the motion was seconded by Mr. Kantsios. The motion was
approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr.
Thornton and Mr. Mann.
B) RICH CREEK BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS-Consideration of appointment for term ending April
30, 2031
Tabled
C) NEW RIVER VALLEY REGIONAL COMMISSION (NRVRC) BOARD MEMBER
Mr. Wickline moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Mann to serve as the Rich Creek
representative on the NRVRC Board and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was
approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, and
Mr. Thornton. ABSTAINING: Mr. Mann
D) APPOINTMENT OF VICE-MAYOR
Mr. Wickline moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Mann to serve as Vice-Mayor and the motion
was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting
YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, and Mr. Thornton. ABSTAINING: Mr. Mann

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e The Town Offices will be closed on Monday, January 19t, 2026 for Martin Luther King JR Holiday.



EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(3) to
discuss the consideration of the disposition of public property and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Voting YES: Mr.
Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in
closed session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call
vote: Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. T. Kantsios asked if the ditch maintenance and other areas of concern in the Town can be addressed at
the meeting with VDOT on the 227 and Mr. Cox said the meeting is advertised for strategic planning. Mr.
Wilson asked if the crossover will be open during the planned work on Rt. 460 and Mayor Morrison said he
had been told the crossover will be utilized and said he has shown VDOT representatives various areas in
the Town (i.e. ditches, culverts, etc.) that need to be maintained.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Paul Morrison, Mayor Pamela Kantsios, Clerk



