February 9, 2026, MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, February 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council
Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present:

Paul Morrison, Mayor William Kantsios, Council Mikhail Mann, Council

Chris Wickline, Council Phillip Hunt, Council Steve Buckland, Police Officer
Richard Cox, Supt/Town Manager Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk  Gary Thompson

Kelly Bennett Kim Kantsios Tommy Kantsios

Marva Boggess Alleta Morrison Lorie Dixon

Sherry Cox Warren Wilson, RCVFD Chasity Wilson

VIA ZOOM: Chris Wickline Council

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Morrison opened the meeting followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE January 12 & 29th, 2026 MEETING MINUTES

Mr.Mann moved to approve January 12th & 29t, 2026, meeting minutes as presented and the
motion was seconded by Mr. Thornton. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the
following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Mann and Mr. Thornton.

Mr. W. Kantsios moved to approve Mr. Wickline’s participation in the meeting, by electronic
means, and the motion was seconded by Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0)
Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Thornton, Mr. W. Kantsios and Mr. Mann.

RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Warren Wilson, RCVFD
e The monthly activity and finance report was presented to the Council for review.
e Everything is good, looking at doors for new firehall.

OLD BUSINESS
A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL
Mr. Cox stated that he has the construction plans and it would probably start mid-March. Next phase will
be special
Inspections (see handout). The first bid came in at $40,668.76 which is higher that expected, Mr. Cox
would like
Permission to use that as a do not exceed number to keep everything on track. Mr. Hunt moved to
approve $$40,668.76,
as a do not exceed number seconded by Mr. Mann, for all properties, The motion was approved
unanimously (5-0) Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr.
Mann.

B) CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASING AN EXPANDED METAL PARTITION FOR THE FORD
INTERCEPTOR
Still waiting for White’s.

C) UPDATE ON THE INSTALLATION OF THE NEW DOORS AT THE RICH CREEK COMMUNITY
CENTER



Mr. Cox reported the doors have been delivered and will be installed by the public works department, as
time allows.

NEW BUSINESS
A) DISPOSITION OF PROPERTIES
Mr. W.Kantsios moved to approve $206,000, seconded by Mr. Hunt, for all (3) properties, The
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr.
Thornton, and Mr. Mann. Mr. Wickline
wants to make sure that Council looks at contracts before they are signed, Mr. Cox agreed.

B) CONSIDERATION OF SPONSORING STUDENTS FOR GILES COUNTY REGISTERED
APPRENTICE
PROGRAM FOR CLASS IV WATER & WASTEWATER LICENSES
Mr. Cox explained this new program, it would involve class time as well as on the job training. The
apprenticeship
would start Junior year, with 975 hours of on the job training (including summer work 40 hours wk) as well
as 140 hours
of related instruction. The Senior would follow the same. Third year as an adult apprentice (full time) 2050
hrs minimum.
The apprentice would be pay $15.00 per hour and receive a $1.00 per hour increase after 90 days. After 1
year of service
The apprentice will be eligible for any performance related increases given to all employees. Also, the
Town would be
responsible for PPE, approx. $2,000.
Mr. W.Kantsios moved to approve the Town’s participation, seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion
was approved unanimously (4-0) Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios and Mr.
Mann.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
MAYOR’S REPORT-Paul Morrison
Mayor Morrisonsaid how pleased he was with everyone in the county worked together during the storms.

SUPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS/TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Richard Cox

o Water Leak Loss rate for January-22%. This is the third month without detecting a leak, reached
out to county to investigate as to a possible leak, formula problem or next steps.

e Work completed on public service utility lines exposed due to erosion and barriers placed to
prevent vehicles from parking near the area. Received a grant to conduct an engineering study of
219 erosion with long term solutions.

Also received a grant to study flooding mitigation for Island Street pump house. Engineer will be on
site 2/11.
Concerns that repair is already showing signs of erosion.

e Pipe repaired at Possum Hollow tank.

e The GIS mapping of the town’s public utility lines has been completed and demo was given.

e The public works employees have been working diligently at GCSTP pressing the sludge to
maintain the required levels. Goal is to remove 10ft and maintain

e Mr. Cox reported the Virginia Department of Health will be in town on 2/24.



e Miscellaneous equipment, tools, etc. will be advertised via GovDeals.
e Two part-time employees have been added to public works.
e Deputy Clerk Morris provided an update on the Rich Creek Activity Committees plans.
» Valentine “Show the Love” Dinner on Saturday, February 14t at 5:00 PM
> Personalized Brick pavers will be sold as a fund raiser ($50 each)
> April 17t is the 80t Anniversary of the town and the group is planning a banquet on
Saturday, April 18t
> History of Rich Creek room planned for the town office
» The return of Autumnfest is planned for September 12t
e Mr. Cox read a letter from the Mayor and himself thanking everyone for all of the help during back
to back storms
e The police department had their annual criminal records repository audit and passed with no
concerns. These records are used by the FBI for the National Crime Report.
Replaced actuator arm at Glen Creek.
Still seeking grants.
Everything has been cleaned up, in anticipation of a visit from EPA.
VDOT meeting cancelled due to illness.
New van was purchased.

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland
e Chief Buckland’s activity report was provided for Council to review.
Chief Buckland submitted quote for 2 additional new radios. Mr. Mann moved to approve purchase of 2
radios, seconded by Mr.Wickline, The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) Voting YES: Mr.
Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr.
Thornton and Mr. Mann.
GILES PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-William Kantsios.
= Garbage pickup will be delayed one day due to Presidents Day holiday observance.
TREASURER'’S REPORT-Debbie Morris
« Alltreasury balances and the Budget versus Actual reports were presented.
o Taxes are steadily coming in.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS
The bills were presented in the amount of $38,161.43 Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of
the bills and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0)
by the following roll call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton
YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

APPOINTMENTS
A) RICH CREEK BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS-Consideration of appointment for term ending April
30, 2031
Tabled. The Mayor asked everyone to think of someone.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e The Town Offices will be closed on Monday, February 16, 2026 for President’s Day Holiday.



Paul Morrison, Mayor Deborah Morris, Deputy Clerk



