
MARCH 9, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, 
located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present: 
Paul Morrison, Mayor  Mikhail Mann, Council   Chris Thornton, Council 
William Kantsios, Council  Chris Wickline, Council   Phillip Hunt, Council   
Steve Buckland, RCPD  Richard Cox, Town Manager  Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk 
Gary Thompson   Kelly & Alex Bennett   Kim Kantsios   
Tommy Kantsios   Britton Broyles, RCPD   Alleta Morrison 
Chasity Wilson    Helen Swartout    Rick Miller   
Marva Boggess   Sherry Cox    Warren Wilson, RCVFD   
 
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Morrison opened the meeting followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 9, 2026, MEETING MINUTES 
Mr. Wickline moved to approve the February 9, 2026, meeting minutes as presented and the motion was 
seconded by Mr. Mann.  The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, 
Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann. 
 
RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Warren Wilson, RCVFD 

• The monthly activity and finance report was presented. 

• The Virginia Department of Forestry Burn Law is in effect from February 15-April 30 with no burning until 
after 4:00 PM allowed.  It was noted there is no burning allowed within the corporate limits anytime from 
Sunday-Friday until after 4:00 PM.  

• There was some discussion about the receipts needed from the RCVFD to match up with the credit card 
statement. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Cox spoke on behalf of the Rich Creek Lion’s Club/Gentry’s Landing Campground, in regard to a recent water 
leak experienced at the campground.  He said the water did not go into the sewer and the leak was repaired and 
asked the Council to consider an adjustment of $167.45.  Council agreed by consensus to the requested adjustment. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 

A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL 
Mr. Cox reported the building materials will be delivered on Thursday. 

1.  Construction Kick off 

• estimated for early April 
2. Phase 2 Funding Meeting 

• A meeting of the fire hall committee will be scheduled soon to discuss Phase II funding to fully 
complete the project.  Mr. Cox reported that 100% of the ARPA funds will be depleted, after the 
payment is made for the building materials.  He said the project inspections were originally 
estimated to cost $40K and the final cost was reduced to $8,782. 

3. Consideration of funding utility upgrade for new fire hall and future industrial development 
o The public utilities will require upgrades to support the new fire hall, and the cost is estimated at 

$50-60K.  Mr. Cox said he will be exploring funding options. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 

A) CONSIDERATION OF USDA GRANT FOR POLICE CRUISER 
Mr. Cox presented information for consideration regarding a USDA Grant application to purchase a new police 
vehicle, to replace Chief Buckland’s 2018 Ford Interceptor, which currently has over 80,000 miles. He said the grant 
would cover 75% of the cost, leaving the Town responsible for the remaining 25% of a minimum vehicle value of 



$66,000, with the Town’s portion estimated to be approximately $16,000. During his presentation, Mr. Cox outlined 
several funding options and shared a sample graphic design for the new vehicle.  Mr. Cox requested the approval of 
the Council to proceed with the submission of the USDA Grant application. Mr. Wickline made a motion to proceed 
with the submission of the USDA Grant application, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion 
was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. 
Thornton and Mr. Mann.  
 

B) CONSIDERATION OF PM SOFTWARE FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
Mr. Cox presented information on the TrackTik management software for the public works department to replace the 
current “paper and trust” procedures.  He said the cost is $9,816 up front with a monthly fee of $818, noting the 
Brightly software costs approximately $16,000.  He said the software includes a GPS tracking feature and a 
verification tool to report when the job has been completed and by whom.  Mr. Wickline made a motion to approve 
purchasing the TrackTik software, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Kantsios. The motion was approved 
unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. 
Mann.  
 
 

C) CONSIDERATION OF MAKING “NO PARKING” ON SPRUCE STREET, DUE TO CONSTRUCTION, SEMI 
USE, AND FUTURE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Cox said recommended Spruce Street be posted for “no on street parking” to ensure safety and to improve traffic 
flow, due to the increased volume of large trucks and equipment traveling to and from United Hydraulics and the new 
fire hall construction site.  Chief Buckland said the parking ban would affect minimal residents and Mr. Mann 
recommended they speak with these residents before any decision would be made and it was agreed to table until 
the April meeting.   
  
TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
MAYOR’S REPORT-Paul Morrison 

• The repair work recently completed to reinforce the bank eroded by flooding at the intersection of Main 
Street and Federal Street, has slid since the work was finished. 

• A meeting with the contractors of the new fire hall is scheduled for February 18 to discuss the site plan 
development. 

• The Rich Creek Lion’s Club Bingo is held every Friday evening at 6:30 PM 

• Mayor Morrison reported he has assisted the public works department with pump and controls problems at 
the Island Street Pump Station, and assisted town residents and the public works department with snow and 
ice removal. 

• The February 14th “Share the Love” Dinner was held at the Rich Creek Community Center with over 120 
participants.   

• A budget workshop will be scheduled for April 

• Giles County Intergovernmental Meeting scheduled for March 18th at 3:00 PM at the Town of Pearisburg 

• Mayor Morrison said a list of all Rich Creek businesses is available and he would encourage everyone to 
shop local. 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Richard Cox 

• Water Loss rate for February was 21%. Mr. Cox reported all bypass lines, valves, and hydrants have been 
checked and he will speak with Virginia Rural Water for leak detection assistance and to the Giles County 
PSA for the availability of satellite imagery services. 

• The water & sewer system, including Glen Creek STP and the water storage tanks have been installed on 
the new laptops to assist the public works department.   

• Mr. Cox said two pumps and the controls failed at the Island Street pump station. He said the pumps and 
controls were repaired and one pump was sent for repair. 

• Two part-time employees were hired through Greenbrier Job Services to assist the public works 



department. 

• The health department continues to provide basic health care services at the Rich Creek Community 
Center. 

• Spring Clean-Up Week has been scheduled for the week of May 11-15th. 

• Safety Grant for the purchase of a new radar for the police department. 
Mrs. Kelly Bennett said she has some brush for curb side pickup and Mr. Cox said he will arrange pickup of the 
brush. 
 
RICH CREEK ACTIVITY COMMITTEE REPORT-Debbie Morris 

• February 14th “Share the Love” dinner was very successful.   

• On Saturday, April 18th, there will be a 80th Anniversary Celebration beginning with a parade at 11:00 AM 
and followed with a Social/Dinner starting at 5:00 PM.  Mrs. Morris said the committee have been reviewing 
history archives, to put on display that evening.  

• A “Christmas in July” craft/vendor show is scheduled for July 25th at Gentry’s Landing Campground. 

• Autumnfest has been tentatively scheduled for Saturday & Sunday, September 12th & 13th.  

• The town seal winner will be announced at the April 18th dinner, and t-shirts and commemorative ornaments 
are being discussed to promote the event. 

 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Cont’d. 

• Deputy Clerk renewed notary certification and Mr. Smith’s water license has been reinstated.  Mr. Cox said 
he has received many positive comments regarding the work the two part-time workers have accomplished. 
He noted the young men have constructed a new “Blessing Box” and Mrs. Morris said all non-perishable 
food, toiletries, etc. is needed to help with keeping the site stocked.  

 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland 

• Chief Buckland’s activity report was provided for Council to review.  He has completed 40 hours of in-
service training and Officer Broyles’ in-service training will be completed in August.   

 
GILES PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-William Kantsios 
Mr. W. Kantsios provided an update on the Giles County PSA activities. He said another water leak detection 
“flyover” has been completed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT-Pam Kantsios 

• All treasury balances and the Budget versus Actual reports were presented. 
 

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
The bills were presented in the amount of $72,372.57.  The Clerk noted not all bills have been received and 
requested approval for payment when received.  Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of the bills and the 
motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call 
vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton YES; and Mr. Mann, YES. 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
A) RICH CREEK BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS-Consideration of appointment for term ending April 30, 2031 

Tabled. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Town Offices will be closed on Friday, April 3rd for Good Friday. 

• The Town’s 80th Celebration planned for Saturday, April 18th. Parade at 11:00 AM Social beginning at 5:00 
PM with dinner to follow at 6:00 PM, at the Rich Creek Community Center 

• Community Easter Egg Hunt at the Rich Creek Town Park on Saturday, April 4th.   



Mr. Thornton said he has spoken with Patrick Enterprise representatives about their providing an estimate to 
fabricate the approved town seal. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(7) for legal matters 
regarding the Release of Claim and Confidentiality Agreement and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann.  
The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. 
Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in closed 
session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be discussed under the 
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The 
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, 
Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
Mr. Kantsios made a motion to agree to the release of all claims and to the confidentiality agreement and the 
motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call 
vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
__________________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Paul Morrison, Mayor     Pamela Kantsios, Clerk 
 
 


