
APRIL 13TH, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, April 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, 
located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, VA, with the following individuals present: 
Paul Morrison, Mayor   Mikhail Mann, Vice-Mayor  Chris Thornton, Council 
William Kantsios, Council   Chris Wickline, Council  Phillip Hunt, Council 
Steve Buckland, RCPD   Richard Cox, Town Manager Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk 
Warren Wilson, RCVFD   Gary Thompson   Tommy Kantsios   
Kim Kantsios    Shirley Richardson  Pastor Jim Wentz  
Marva Boggess    Sherry Cox   Alleta Morrison 
Lorie Dixon    Kelly Bennett   Chasity Wilson 
Rick Miller 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Morrison. 
 
OPENING PRAYER & PLEDGE 
The invocation was given by Pastor Jim Wentz, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Morrison asked if all Council members had reviewed the previous meeting minutes.  Mr. Kantsios made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented and the motion was seconded by Mr. C. Thornton. The motion 
passed by unanimous approval (5–0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Mann, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. 
Wickline and Mr. Hunt.    
 
RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT-WARREN WILSON 
Fire Chief W. Wilson reported increased emergency activity, particularly at the intersection on Route 460. Concerns 
included: 

• Frequent accidents and injuries  
• Excessive vehicle speeds  
• Lack of response from state agencies  

Council discussed potential actions including contacting state representatives, attending Board of Supervisors 
meetings, and utilizing GPS-based incident data. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Christ Family Fellowship Church Pastor Jim Wentz expressed appreciation for use of the old school building and 
requested approval to remove non-load-bearing walls to increase seating capacity. 
Council agreed to: 

• Allow further investigation with a licensed contractor  
• Coordinate with the Town Manager  
• Ensure compliance with permitting requirements  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Update on the new Fire Hall  

• Site preparation and inspections completed  
• Concrete work scheduled  
• Project costs discussed; funding options to be reviewed  

b. Update on the USDA grant for the Police Cruiser  
• Application submitted; awaiting response  

c. Update on making “No Street Parking” on Spruce Street, due to construction, semi use, and future fire department 
Tabled 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
a. Review and selection of the Town Seal from the entries received 

• Three finalists selected  
• Possible public input prior to a final decision will be on April 18th  at the 80th Celebration of the Town event. 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Mayor-Paul Morrison 

• Attended Giles County Intergovernmental meeting  

• Successful recovery of a missing elderly individual; appreciation expressed to all responders. 

• Budget Workshop scheduled for April 20th. 

• 80th Celebration Parade is scheduled for Saturday, April 18th at 11:00 AM and a Social/Dinner will follow, 
beginning at 5:00 PM, at the Rich Creek Community Center. 

Town Manager-Richard Cox 
• Water loss rate at 18.5%  
• Leak detection ongoing  
• Rt. 219 water erosion engineering review in progress  
• Pump issues resolved at Island Street pump house  
• Minor spill contained at Glen Creek STP 
• Radford University mobile health unit to provide additional services to the Rich Creek community, beginning 

later this year 
• Spring Clean Up Week scheduled for the week of May 5-11th   
• A Monarch Watch area has been designated on Rt. 219, with wildflower seeds provided by Dr. Janna 

Peters, to attract the butterflies 
• VDOT has completed ditch work along Rt. 219 and Old Peterstown Road 
• Notices have been sent via Certified US Mail to three property owners, regarding Ordinance §50.08 

Accumulation of refuse as a public nuisance 
• A request for a 336 sq. ft. storage building on Woodland Road was presented. Mr. Cox stated the structure 

exceeds the sq. ft. limits and requires a Conditional Use Permit to allow.  Mr. Wickline made a motion to 
approve a Conditional Use Permit, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion passed 
by unanimous approval (5–0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Mann, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Kantsios, 
Mr. Wickline and Mr. Hunt.    

Activity Committee-Debbie Morris 
• Local businesses are supportive of the planned activities  
• An 80th Anniversary commemorative ornament and bricks are some of the items planned to be sold for the 

events and history memorabilia will be on display during the events 
Chief of Police-Steve Buckland 

• Activity report provided 
• Members of the Council have been appointed as auxiliary officers of the Town 

Giles County PSA-William Kantsios 
• Efforts to recover delinquent accounts ongoing  
• Approximately $23,000 identified in billing corrections  
• Asterra leak detection scans completed and appreciation shared of office staff for their work involved 

assisting PSA with up to-date data 
Treasurer-Pam Kantsios 

• 91.20% of billed 2025 taxes collected to-date 
 
PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
The bills were presented in the amount of $49,318.00 for approval.  Mr. Hunt made a motion to approve payment 
of the bills, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion passed by unanimous approval (5–0) by 
the following roll call vote:  Mr. Mann, YES; Mr. Thornton, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; and Mr. 
Hunt, YES.    



 
APPOINTMENT 
Rich Creek Board of Zoning Appeals-Term ending April 30, 2031 
Mr. Kantsios made a motion to approve the appointment of Marva Boggess to serve and the motion was 
seconded by Mr. Thornton. The motion passed by unanimous approval (5–0) by the following voting YES:  
Mr. Mann, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Wickline and Mr. Hunt.    
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Fire Chief W. Wilson stated a Burn Ban has been issued for Giles County effective immediately, until further notice. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 7:05 PM, with there being no further business, Mr. Kantsios made a motion to adjourn and the motion was 
seconded by Mr. Thornton. The motion passed by unanimous approval (5–0) by the following voting YES:  
Mr. Mann, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Wickline and Mr. Hunt.    
 
 
__________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Paul Morrison, Mayor      Pamela Kantsios, Clerk 
 


