
MAY 11, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, 
located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, VA with the following individuals present:   
Paul Morrison, Mayor  Mikhail Mann, Vice-Mayor  Chris Thornton, Council 
William Kantsios, Council  Chris Wickline, Council  Phillip Hunt, Council 
Steve Buckland, RCPD  Richard Cox, Town Manager Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk 
Warren Wilson, RCVFD  Mason Boggess, RCVFD  Tommy Kantsios   
Kim Kantsios   Sherry Cox    Tyler Gonderman 
Alleta Morrison   Kelly Bennett   Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk 
Lorie Dixon   Britton Broyles, RCPD  Helen Swartout 
Rick Miller   Marva Boggess   Chase Kantsios 
Kenneth Anderson  Mervin Swartout   Paige Swartout 
Steve Buckland, RCPD 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Morrison, followed by prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the minutes of the April 13th & 20th, 2026 meeting minutes, as presented and 
the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline.  The motion passed unanimously (5-0) by the following voting 
YES:  Mr. Mann, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Wickline and Mr. Hunt. 
  
RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT-WARREN WILSON 
Mr. Wilson provided a brief summary of the department activity. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Mrs. Kelly Bennett informed the Council of the Virginian Leader’s upcoming publication recognizing all Giles 
County graduates. The consensus of the Council agreed to purchase a color ad ($35). 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Update on the new Fire Hall 

• An update was provided on the project 
B.  Update on the USDA Grant for the Police Cruiser 
Tabled 
C.  Update on making “No Street Parking” on Spruce Street, due to the construction, semi use, and future fire 
department 
Tabled 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Letter to Delegate Jason Ballard 

• Copy of letter sent to VDOT by Delegate Ballard, requesting a formal engineering study of the two Rich 
Creek intersections along Route 460 was provided. 

B.  Consideration of Virginia Risk Sharing Insurance Renewal 

• Consideration of increasing the General Liability/Government Officials & Law Enforcement coverage was 
declined 

• The deductible on automobile claims was increased from $100 up to $1,000 

• No change was made to the Boiler or other coverages 
The consensus of Council agreed unanimously to approve the renewal as presented. 
 C.  FY2027 Budget Update 

• Budget workshop scheduled for June 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM 



 
TOWN ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Town Manager’s Report-Richard Cox 

• Water loss reported at 20.6%. Investigation into any potential leaks is ongoing. 

• Preliminary reports have been received on Route 219 water erosion concerns and funding will be explored. 

• The mobile health department unit will be located at the Rich Creek Community Center on June 9th. The 
Radford University health care has shown interest in providing services, as well.   

• Spring Clean-Up collection efforts have been successful and public continues work on ongoing 
beautification projects in the town. 

• An update on the activity committee’s planned upcoming scheduled events was provided:  Christmas in 
July, Memorial Day Service, Autumnfest and a Christmas Craft Show. 

Police Report-Steve Buckland 

• Police Activity Report presented for review 

• Research underway regarding transitioning the department’s 40 caliber Glock firearms to 9mm handguns 

• Waiting on availability of White’s Auto Repair to obtain and install cage in Officer Broyle’s police vehicle 
Giles County PSA Board Representative Report-William Kantsios 

• Next meeting to be held on Thursday, May 14, 2026. 
Treasurer’s Report-Pam Kantsios 

• The financial reports were presented 
 
PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
The bills were presented in the amount of $42,945.63 for approval.  Mr. Kantsios made a motion to approve 
payment of the bills, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion passed by unanimous approval 
(5-0) by the following roll call vote:  Mr. Mann, YES; Mr. Thornton, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; 
and Mr. Hunt, YES. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(1) for personnel 
matters regarding town personnel,  VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(6) for investment of public funds for the new fire 
department/software, VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(7) for legal matters regarding the ongoing legal claim and the 
motion was seconded by Mr. Thornton.  The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll 
call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in closed 
session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be discussed under the 
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The 
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, 
Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
Mr. Hunt made a motion to approve three additional accounts to the Verizon Business account monthly fee 
($60), to allow the RCVFD the ability to chart all calls on scene and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Thornton.  The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. 
Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 
_____________________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Paul Morrison, Mayor      Pam Kantsios, Clerk 
 
 


