
JULY 14, 2025, MEETING MINUTES* 
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, July 14th, 2025 at 6:00 PM in 
Council Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following 
individuals present: 

 

Anne Chambers, Mayor Stuart Helm, Vice-Mayor Darlene French, Council 
Mark Clemons, Council William Kantsios, Council Dorsey Bradley, Council 
Steve Buckland, Police Chief Britton Broyles, Police Officer Brandon Smith, RCVFD 
Debbie Morris Helen Swartout Tommy Kantsios 
Kathy Brown Kim Kantsios Chase Kantsios 
Marva Boggess Sherry Helm Paula Allen 
Melinda Clemons Francis Epling Bennie & Jimmy Pennington 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Chambers opened the meeting, followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Francis Epling asked for consideration of renting the old library location for a couple months, at the Rich 
Creek Community Center, to store household furniture they have inherited. He said he intends to sale the 
items within three months. Mayor Chambers asked the Clerk how much the church is being charged, and 
she stated all community center rentals are charged 
$60 for a 2-hour rental. Mayor Chambers told Mr. Epling the Council will discuss his request and respond 
later. 

Paula Allen presented the proceeds from the pickleball tournament ($6,200), after thanking Chief 
Buckland, the public works department and the RCVFD. She said there were 32 sponsors representing 
WV and VA and 15 teams participating in the tournament. Mayor Chambers and Mr. Clemons thanked 
Mrs. Allen for the positivity the event brought to the Town. Mrs. 
Allen said there was some discussion amongst the participants regarding the possibility of another 
tournament, and she said it will be considered. Mayor Chambers said the funds will be applied 
towards the debt owed and said Mr. Helm said the most recent report shows a balance owed of 
$7,800 and he said he disagrees and said he listened to the recording of the motion made the evening 
the pickleball court project was approved by the Council. He said the cost of the courts was 
$34,893, a $20K grant was received from the Mary Moody Northen Foundation (MMNF), $7,500 was 
received from the Giles County Board of Supervisors, leaving a balance of $7,393. He said during 
Council’s discussion on that evening, it was noted there was $5,200 in the Certificate of Deposit and it 
was agreed this amount would be applied to the amount due towards the project, leaving a balance 
due to the Town of $2,193. He requested the $6,200 be applied towards the balance due to the Town 
and the remaining amount be applied to the new fire department project. Mr. W. Kantsios said he 
doesn’t recall a CD being applied and Mr. Helm proceeded to play the recording from the meeting and 
per the recording, Mr. Helm made a motion to proceed with the pickleball project, using the funds 
available and to borrow the remaining funds needed from the General Operating Account for the 
remaining $2K+ needed to fully fund the construction of the pickleball courts and to also solicit 
donations, to fully fund the project (4 pickleball courts) and the motion approved 4-1. Mr. Helm said Mr. 
W. Kantsios voted no on the motion because he stated he wanted the project to be paid fully by 
donations and Mr. Helm said that it has now been achieved. Mr. Clemons said Council intended to 
solicit donations until they were informed the MMNF grant eligibility requirements stated the foundation 



receive full credit for the project. Mr. Helm thanked Mrs. Allen for all the hard work she put towards the 
event. 

Bennie Pennington said he applied for a permit to construct a storage building to house a riding lawn 
mower and Mayor Chambers said a meeting has been scheduled for the Board of Zoning Appeals 
committee to discuss his request on Tuesday, July 15th at 4:30 p.m. The Clerk stated the application 
will be reviewed by the committee and they will decide to move forward with scheduling a Public 
Hearing and he asked what happens if the committee rejects his appeal and she said he can appeal 
their decision via the courts. He said one of his neighbors’ carport has been encroaching on his 
property line for many years but they both agree it is okay and have no problems and his other 
neighbor is not opposed to his request. Mr. Helm said Mr. Pennington’s request was submitted after 
the most recent zoning administrator has moved on to other employment and if there was an interim 
appointed to the position, his request would have been processed and said the BZA committee has 
been asked to review his request and the Clerk clarified and stated the application was received by 
the previous zoning administrator and the request was denied because the setback requirements were 
not met and Mr. Pennington decided to appeal the zoning administrator’s decision and pay the $200 
fee to move forward in the appeals process, prior to the zoning administrator’s employment 
separation. Mr. Bradley said in the past years there were no setback requirements, and a property 
owner could build up to the property line but that is not the policy now. 

 
Tommy Kantsios said he is concerned about comments made by Mr. Clemons at the last meeting, 
regarding the information he requested be added or stricken from the records of May 12, 2025, council 
meeting. He followed by saying he disagrees with Mr. Clemons’s correction made when he requested 
the record state that Mr. T. Kantsios did not mention any names, when he was referring to a recording 
of a previous meeting of the Council, and he said he did mention the names of council members Mrs. 
Crawford and Mr. Clemons, in regards to their conversation he heard on the recording and he said at 
that point is when Mr. Helm had requested that he not use names and to be respectful. Mr. Clemons 
disagreed and said Mr. 
Helm made the comment after Mr. T. Kantsios had said Mrs. Crawford couldn’t take the heat and got out 
and Mr. T. Kantsios and Mr. Clemons were not in agreement. Mr. T. Kantsios said Mr. Clemons requested 
it be added to the minutes that he was threatened by Mr. T. Kantsios’ comment regarding his statement 
made that VDOT would return to construct another ditch, and he said his comment was not presented as a 
threat, stating VDOT owns the right-of-way. Mr. Clemons agreed VDOT owns the ditches and said he felt 
Mr. T. Kantsios’ comment to be presented as a threat. Mr. T. Kantsios apologized if his comment came 
across as threatening and Mr. Clemons accepted his apology. Mr. T. Kantsios asked Mr. Clemons why he 
was allowed the opportunity to agree to the construction of a ditch that is shown in the subdivision plans 
and asked him the name of the person who told him the ditch would serve no purpose and Mr. Clemons 
said he didn’t recall a name. Mr. Clemons said it was stated in the letter to the editor submitted by Mr. T. 
Kantsios’ brother that Mr. Clemons had filled in a ditch that diverted the flow of water, and he said the 
statement was not true and documentation was provided. Mr. Clemons said Mr. G. Kantsios’ letter to the 
editor had stated that Mr. Clemons had filled in a ditch that did not exist and VDOT has confirmed his 
statement to be correct. Mr. T. Kantsios said there was a ditch and Mr. Clemons disagreed and said he 
has pictures to confirm. Mr. T. Kantsios asked Mr. Clemons if the homeowners along Greenbriar and 
Woodland were asked permission to construct a ditch in front of their properties and Mr. Clemons said 
“no” and he reiterated the homeowners can’t regulate what is done within the state’s right-of-way. Mr. T. 
Kantsios said Mr. Clemons has stated that he agreed to allow VDOT to construct a ditch on his property 
and Mr. Clemons agreed and followed by saying he does not have a say on what VDOT does in the right-



of-way. Mr. Clemons said he asked why the Council would spend taxpayers’ money to perform a study on 
areas they have no authority over and then to find out, after any expense for a study may or may not be a 
need for a ditch and how the Town would enforce VDOT to follow the town’s study recommendations over 
their own. Mr. T. Kantsios referred to the town’s land use regulations and said he understands the town is 
required to review these concerns and to contact VDOT for further review and consideration. Mr. T. 
Kantsios said he disagrees with Mr. Clemons’ request that a statement be added to the record of the last 
meeting regarding a statement Mr. Clemons claimed was made by Mr. T. Kantsios and Mr. T. Kantsios 
said the statement was never said by him. 

APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 9TH, 16TH, 24TH, & JULY 1ST, 2025 MEETING MINUTES 
Mr. Clemons corrected a typo in the minutes and requested the two notations following the corrections 
made to the May 12th & June 5th meetings be removed. The Clerk said she was told to insert the 
notations to note the minutes were correct per the recording of the meeting and the unavailability of the 
recording of the other meeting and Mr. Clemons said the town attorney said the notations must be 
removed and could only be inserted to the end of the complete meeting record. Mr. W. Kantsios said 
the town attorney has not returned his calls and asked Mr. Clemons if he has had any difficulty 
contacting him and he said “no”. Mayor Chambers said the town attorney confirmed if the Council 
requests something be recorded in the record, the Clerk must record it as they requested. The Clerk 
asked Mayor Chambers if she is authorized to contact the town attorney and she responded “yes”. Mr. 
T. Kantsios asked how they were authorized to contact the attorney without the Council’s approval, per 
their previous motion, and Mr. Clemons said the motion was for billable hours and their recent 
discussions with the attorney were not for billable hours. Mr. W. Kantsios asked Mayor Chambers if the 
town attorney was avoiding his calls and she said she did not know why his calls weren’t being 
returned. Mr. Helm said the minutes are not represented well and there are too many errors to point 
out. Mr. Clemons requested the minutes of the June 16th meeting be corrected, saying the reasons 
stated in the record for Mr. W. Kantsios and Mr. Helm’s recusal to participate in the closed meeting, 
was not the reason for their recusal. The Clerk said she recorded what was said that evening by the 
members and Mayor Chambers said the attorney’s requested that each gentleman to not participate in 
the closed meeting discussion due to a conflict of interest and Mr. Clemons agreed the reason the 
Clerk recorded in the minutes is not correct. The minutes of the June 9th, 16th, 24th and July 1st, were 
not approved. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL 
Tabled 

 
RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Brandon Smith 

• The department’s activity was reviewed with the Council. Mayor Chambers shared her 
appreciation of all the department members, for their part in the installation of the fire 
detectors in homes. 

B) UPDATE ON THE LEAD & COPPER SURVEY 
100% completed, with 100% non-lead status on both sides and the submitted report has been 
accepted and approved by the Virginia Department of Health. 

 
C) UPDATE ON SOUND SYSTEM IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS & MEETING RECORDING 

SOFTWARE 



The Clerk said she asked Missy Bray her opinion on the county’s new sound system and was told they 
don’t utilize the system. Mayor Chambers said $10K is a lot to spend on a sound system and the 
discussion was tabled. 

 
D) UPDATE ON CONSIDERATION OF REPLACING THE COMMUNITY CENTER DOORS 

The Clerk said Mr. Cox had met with Bluefield Glass and DCI Shires and neither was successful in a 
proposal and Deputy Clerk Morris said she will contact Anderson and National Window & Door for a 
cost estimate. 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
Mayor Chambers said she has contacted all members of each committee to ask they recommend 
names of members for the appointment vacancies. 
CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE RICH CREEK BOARD OF 
ZONING APPEALS RICH CREEK PLANNING COMMISSION 
CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEMBER 
Tabled 

Mayor Chambers said a budget workshop for FY2025/2026 will need to be scheduled and to 
appropriate funds and Mr. Clemons said the FY2024/2025 budget was adopted and they would not 
need to appropriate additional funds. Mr. W. Kantsios moved to approve the appropriation of 
funds for the month of August and the motion was seconded by Mr. Bradley. Voting YES: Mr. 
Bradley and Mr. W. Kantsios. Voting NO: Mr. Helm, Mr. Clemons and Mrs. French. The motion 
was not approved (2-3) Mr. Helm said the Council adopted an operating budget and there is no need 
to appropriate additional funds. 

 
Mr. Helm said it was recommended to him by legal counsel, in regards to the unknown status of he and 
his spouse potentially being an heir to the estate of Mrs. Palma Kantsios, that he should recuse himself 
from all discussions by the Council regarding alleged storm water damage of the late Mrs. Kantsios’ 
property located at 708 Mercer Road. He said Mrs. Kantsios’ last will and testament has been produced 
and his spouse is excluded from any inheritance of real property from the estate and said there is no 
conflict of interest and proceeded to rescind his prior recusal and said he will participate in all 
discussions of the Council regarding 708 Mercer Road and the Town. Mr. W. Kantsios said the 
discussion regarding the reason for their recusal was held in Executive Session and Mr. Helm 
disagreed and said they each were asked by legal counsel to recuse themselves in Open Session and 
Mr. W. Kantsios said the discussion pertaining to their recusal was held in Executive Session and said 
he has the audio recording of the Open Session discussion and Mr. Helm said his recusal is now null 
and void. 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
RICH CREEK POLICE DEPARTMENT-Steve Buckland, Chief of Police 

• Officer Buckland & Officer Broyles’ activity report was provided for Council to review. 

• Chief Buckland said the state has designated funding to reimburse expenses of Temporary 

Detention Orders (TDO) 



GILES COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY (GCPSA)-Vice-Mayor Helm 
No report available until after the meeting later this week. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT-Pam Kantsios 

 

Balance as of June 1, 2025 $481,208.82 
Receipts 144,634.29 
Expenses  92,710.73 

Balance as of June 30, 2025 $533,132.38 
Balance as of June 30, 2024 $509,230.21 

 

• The balances of all treasury accounts and the budget vs actual reports were provided by the Clerk 

• 2024 Real & Personal Property taxes collection to-date are currently at 98% of the budgeted 
amount and 94.78% of the actual taxes billed amount. 

• The Clerk stated there are a few businesses who have not paid the Business License tax for 
the 2025/2026FY, due by July 1, 2025, and asked how they would like her to proceed. It was 
agreed that a Registered Letter will be sent to the businesses and to allow 30 days for 
payment of the tax. 

 
PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
The bills were presented in the amount of $109,817.45 and Mr. Kantsios moved to approve 
payment of the bills, and the motion was seconded by Mr. Bradley. The motion was approved 
unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Mr. Bradley, YES: Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. 
Helm, YES; Mr. Clemons, YES; and Mrs. French, YES. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Helm moved to convene in Executive Session, to discuss §2.2-3711, A1 to discuss 
Personnel matters, as allowed by VA Code, and the motion was seconded by Mrs. French. The 
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Mr. Bradley, YES; Mr. 
Kantsios, YES; Mr. Helm, YES; Mr. Clemons, YES; and Mrs. 
French, YES. 

 
Mrs. French moved that the Council convene in Regular Session and certified the only business 
matters discussed were those that are lawfully exempted from FOIA and were identified in the 
motion of which the closed meeting was convened, and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Clemons. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Mr. 
Bradley, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Helm, YES; Mr. Clemons, YES; and Mrs. French, YES. 

Mr. Clemons moved to approve the retaining of Atty. Jason Buckland to perform an environment 
assessment and to serve as the FOIA officer for the Town and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Bradley. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Bradley, 
Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Helm, Mr. Clemons, and Mrs. French. 

 
With no further business to discuss, Mr. Helm moved to adjourn, and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Bradley. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Bradley, 
Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Helm, Mr. 
Clemons, and Mrs. French. The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 



 

Anne Chambers, Mayor Pam Kantsios, Clerk 
 


