
NEW FIRE HALL COMMITTEE MEETING-AUGUST 3, 2026 
A meeting of the New Fire Hall Committee and the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, August 3rd, 2026 at 6:00 PM at the Rich 
Creek Community Center/New Fire Hall building site, located at 140 North & Spruce St, Rich Creek, VA with the following individuals 
present:   
 
Paul Morrison, Mayor   Mikhail Mann, Vice-Mayor   William Kantsios, Council   
Chris Thornton, Council   Richard Cox, Town Manager  Warren Wilson, Chief of RCVFD  
Kenneth Smith, RCVFD   Mason Boggess, RCVFD   Rob Phillips, R. L. Price Construction Supt. 
Alleta Morrison    Sherry Cox     
 
Mr. Cox recognized Mr. Rob Phillips, R. L. Price Construction Supt. and thanked him for construction completion of Phase I of the new fire 
department. 
Mayor Morrison presented the keys to the new facility to Warren Wilson, RCVFD Chief and expressed his appreciation to the members of 
the RCVFD and others involved in the planning and construction of the facility.  He said planning for the project began in 2021 and they are 
now seeing progress in completion of the project. 
 
Mr. Cox provided an update on the current status of construction and said the project is approximately 50% complete.  He said the windows 
will be installed this week and additional work will need to be completed prior to receiving a Certificate of Occupancy.  The estimated cost 
for Phase II is approximately $840K, excluding site preparation costs. He said the public works department will begin working on the site 
preparation, roadway improvements, electrical service, underground utilities, gravel, piping and other infrastructure related improvements.  
 
Available and unavailable funding options were reviewed, and Mr. Cox reported the USDA financing is not an option, and the project is 
outside of the current funding cycles for substantial grants. He discussed private lending options and said due to the requirements 
associated with municipal borrowing, a significant loan would require the issuance of municipal bonds, bond counsel, public hearings and 
other required procedures.  It was noted this stage of the process could substantially delay the construction.  Mr. Cox presented copies of a 
letter he sent to Congressman Morgan Griffith and the response received regarding congressional funding that may be available.  Mr. Cox 
said a small group would be delegated to meet with Congressman Griffith and/or staff to discuss the need for additional funding.  He said 
letters of support will be needed from citizens, businesses, local and regional organizations, fire department representatives and other 
community partners to demonstrate broad community support.  He suggested the community demonstrate their support and efforts be 
shown by fund raising campaigns (i.e. bake sales, hot dog, pancake or spaghetti dinners, etc.). There was discussion regarding sending out 
solicitation letters, planning an open house or community meet-and-greet at the new fire hall, to get community support.  The group agreed 
that the fundraising efforts should demonstrate the community’s commitment to completing the project rather than attempting to raise the 
entire estimated $840K through small fundraising activities.  Members of the fire department said they have been careful to avoid excessive 
fundraising demands and to not include neighboring communities in their letter campaigns, that may be covered by other fire departments.  
It was noted that pledged funds should be released to fund the utility and site plan work that will be underway soon.  
 
The group agreed the overall goal is to complete the new fire hall as soon as financially feasible while minimizing the amount of additional 
debt incurred by the Town. 
 
The committee meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM. 
 
__________________________________________   ____________________________________________ 
Paul Morrison, Mayor      Pamela Kantsios, Town Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


