SEPTEMBER 8, 2025, MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, September 8, 2025, at 6:00 PM in Council
Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present:

Paul Morrison, Mayor Mikhail Mann, Council Phillip Hunt, Council

William Kantsios, Council Chris Wickline, Council Chris Thornton, Council
Steve Buckland, Police Chief ~ Debbie Morris, Dpty. Clerk Warren Wilson, RCVFD
Mason Boggess, RCVFD W. F. Epling Rodney Morris

Aletta Morrison Helen Swartout Logan Kantsios

Marva Boggess Tommy Kantsios Chasity Wilson

Gary Thompson Melissa Wickline Sherry Gautier, Giles Co. Clerk
Kevin Sole Rodney, Heather & Lena Mann Chase Kantsios

Tim Brown, Virginia Leader Kenneth Anderson Jackie Hager

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Paul Morrison called the meeting to order, and Mr. Mr. Mikhail Mann gave the Invocation, followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED-Sherry Gautier, Giles County Circuit Clerk
Mrs. Sherry Gautier administered the Oath of Office for the following terms:
September 4 until December 31st, 2025 or until the winning candidate qualifies after the November 4t,
2025 general election

Mikhail Mann (Council) Chris Wickline (Council)
September 4 until December 31st, 2026 or until the winning candidate qualifies after the November 31,
2026 special election

Chris Thornton (Council) Phillip Hunt (Council)

APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 11TH, 2025 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mr. W. Kantsios moved to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2025, meeting and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Wickline. Mayor Morrison stated one member of the Council and three current
appointed members of the Council, were in attendance of the August 11, 2025, Council meeting. The
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline,
YES; Mr. W. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton, YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT-W. Wilson
e The department’s activity, finance and equipment inventory reports were presented.
e Mr. Wilson reported the results of the Insurance Service Office (ISO) grade of the RCVFD fire
protection services has not been received to date, saying he anticipates the department’s ISO
number to continue to be low, which is good.

OLD BUSINESS
A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL
There was discussion regarding the status of the new fire hall project, the available funding and the shortfall in
additional funds needed for completion. All members of the Council agreed to move forward quickly, realizing
the federal funds designated for the project must be fully expended by the end of 2026. Mr. Thornton said he



has been a member of the RCVFD for 27 years and he said that cancer is the leading cause of death
among firefighters. He shared his own diagnosis with cancer and said a new facility is needed to provide a
better place for the members to meet. He encouraged the Council to work together to move the project
forward for the volunteers who faithfully serve the town and the surrounding communities. Mr. Wickline
made a motion to set a date for a public meeting to discuss the financing, the options available and
best way to execute the plans and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was
approved unanimously (5-0) with the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W.
Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann. The group agreed to schedule a public meeting on Tuesday,
September 30, 2025, at 6:00 PM.

B) UPDATE ON CONSIDERATION OF REPLACING THE COMMUNITY CENTER DOORS
(83,762.22)
Mrs. Morris said the previous contractor has not been successful in obtaining the materials needed to
replace the doors at the community center and will be refunding the Town’s paid deposit. The Clerk said
other contractors have reviewed the project, and they have all been unsuccessful in finding the parts. Mr.
Thornton and Mr. Francis Epling said they will provide the Clerk with additional contact information. The
discussion was tabled until the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. W. Kantsios said the previous Council had elected to not authorize town council members or employees
to contact legal counsel without the prior approval of the Council and he would recommend the decision be
repealed. He said the staff should have the ability to contact the town attorney when legal advice is needed.
Mr. W. Kantsios moved to repeal the previous Council’s motion, “any request(s) for any attorney, that
results in billable hours by said attorney, must be approved by the Council, before cost is incurred”
and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the
following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. W. Kantsios said the previous Council had elected to not allow town council members or employees to
contact the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), without prior approval from the Council, and he
would recommend their decision be repealed. There was discussion regarding the steps followed
previously by the staff, any liability concerns and the change that was made. The Clerk said Mr. Jared
Lang (Riverside Drive) attended a recent council meeting to ask for Council’s help with flooding and
drainage concerns and the previous Mayor did let her know that she had not contacted VDOT. Mayor
Morrison said he has contacted VDOT representatives to schedule a meeting to discuss all the concerns
brought before the Council. Mr. W. Kantsios moved to repeal the previous Council’s motion, “that
any request(s) to VDOT, on behalf of the Town, be presented to the Council, for approval, prior to
contacting VDOT” and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved
unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr.
Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
RICH CREEK POLICE DEPARTMENT-Steve Buckland, Chief of Police
o Officer Buckland & Officer Broyles’ activity report was provided for Council to review and there
were no questions or concerns.

GILES COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY (GCPSA)



There was no report provided.

Mr. W. Kantsios asked the Council to consider appointing new town representatives to the Giles County
PSA board. After some discussion, Mr. Hunt moved to appoint Mr. W. Kantsios to serve as the
alternate town representative on the Giles County PSA board and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr.
Wickline, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann. ABSTAINING: Mr. W. Kantsios After some discussion Mr.
Wickline moved to rescind the previous motion and the motion was seconded by Mr. Thornton. The
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W.
Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

TREASURER’S REPORT-Pam Kantsios

Balance as of August 1, 2025 $501,147.10
Receipts 76,109.38
Expenses 71,682.93

Balance as of August 31, 2025 $505,573.55

Balance as of August 31, 2024 $486,413.12

e The balance of all treasury accounts was provided to Council.

e Zoning Compliance Permits Issued: 1
The Clerk said a request was received from a customer for a relief on their water/sewer bill, stating the
customer followed the required guidelines for a recent leak that was reported but they did not qualify for a
leak adjustment, explaining the leak was in commode and flowed into the sewer system. She explained the
customer is on a fixed income and unable to attend the meeting and requested the Clerk ask the Council
for consideration of an adjustment on the bill received. Mr. Mann moved to adjust the bill to $90.08 and
the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the
following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. Epling (member of the Rich Creek Cemetery Board of Trustees) reported the board has agreed to pay
an individual for the lawn maintenance of the cemetery until the town has the staff available.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $36,558.04 from the general
operating account and $2,380.83 from the ARPA account and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr.
Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

APPOINTMENTS
A. Board of Zoning Appeals-Consideration of Appointment-Term May 1, 2025-April 30, 2030.

B. Rich Creek Planning Commission-Consideration of Appointment-Term September 1, 2025-August
30, 2030
Both appointments were tabled until the next meeting.

HIRING COMMITTEE
Mr. Wickline moved to appoint Mr. Mann, Mr. Hunt and the Clerk for the hiring committee to review the
applications received for the open positions and to move forward with filling the positions before the



next Council meeting and the motion was seconded Mr. Kantsios. The motion was approved
unanimously (3-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, and Mr. Thornton
ABSTAINING: Mr. Hunt and Mr. Mann.

Mr. Epling asked the Council to consider allowing a previous employee to return and Mayor Morrison said
the individual can submit an application for further consideration.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Kevin Sole said he is available to assist with the lawn maintenance or employment in the town, and
Mayor Morrison asked him to submit an application.

With no further business to discuss, Mr. Kantsios moved to adjourn and the motion was seconded by
Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr.
Wickline, Mr. W. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.

Paul Morrison, Mayor Pamela Kantsios, Clerk



