OCTOBER 14, 2025, MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 6:00 PM in Council
Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present:

Paul Morrison, Mayor Mikhail Mann, Council William Kantsios, Council

Chris Wickline, Council Chris Thornton, Council Steve Buckland, Chief of Police
Britton Broyles, Police Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk Helen Swartout

Tommy Kantsios Helen Wolfe Kathy Brown

Kim Kantsios Chase Kantsios Elden Justice

Marva Boggess Faith Jennings Lorie Dixon

Chasity Wilson Richard & Sherry Cox Alleta Morrison

Mason Boggess, RCVFD John Lovely Francis Epling

Laura Kebede-Twumasi, Cardinal News
Absent: Phillip Hunt, Council

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Morrison opened the meeting followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the September meeting minutes as presented and the motion was

seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting
YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Mason Boggess, RCVFD
The monthly activity report was presented for review.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Elden Justice asked the Council to consider renewing the 5-year billboard contract for the sign
placement on Island Street. Mr. Wickline moved to approve the 5-year contract renewal and the

motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion passed unanimously (4-0) by the following voting
YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

Mr. John Lovely asked the Council to consider exploring the idea of dissolving the town charter. He said
the town has been struggling due to the lack of workforce and have relied on Giles County for assistance
during this time to maintain the public works operations of the town. He said the savings would be
beneficial to the residents and business owners with less taxes paid and no business license tax required,
etc. He said he has considered starting a petition to see how many residents may be in agreement with
the idea and some members of the Council said they were not in favor of dissolving the town. Mr. Lovely
asked Council members to have an open mind and to consider contacting Giles County to start the
conversation to see where the discussion may lead. He said all Giles County residents pay the same rate
for taxes and public utilities and by dissolving the Town’s charter all Rich Creek residents, to include the
Midway residents, would pay the same rates for their taxes, water and sewer services. He said there
would be an additional savings to the business owners in the town by no longer being required to pay a
business license tax. The discussion and opinion expressed amongst the residents in attendance, was not
in favor of Mr. Lovely’s proposal, with some residents stating how they feel let down and forgotten by their
Giles County representatives. Mr. Lovely suggested the Council discuss these concerns with Giles



County officials to see how the Rich Creek community could be better represented. He said the
discussion should include how the County may support a new fire department and to provide emergency
services to the Rich Creek and Glen Lyn areas. There was discussion amongst the residents in
attendance, regarding the County’s lack of maintaining the various facilities within the County and the
groups concern of what would happen to the Rich Creek community, campground, park, community
center, etc. Mayor Morrison said if Mr. Lovely presents a petition to the Council to show an interest by a
majority of the registered voters to explore the idea of dissolving the town, the Council will agree to explore
the idea. The consensus of the Council agreed the petition should be clear and well communicated to the
town residents, if he elects to move forward with a petition.

Mrs. Chasity Wilson asked for Council’s support of the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting (Sunday,
December 7) and Parade (Monday, December 8). The Clerk said there is funding included in the current
operating budget to assist with the expenses involved in planning the two activities. Mrs. Wilson stated
she does not support the idea of dissolving the town and would encourage other residents to not forget the
individuals who have passed on, who supported and served the town in some capacity, and their
dedication to the residents of the town. She said no other town in Giles County has what Rich Creek has
to offer and said there needs to be structure, guidance and love shown to bring back the town everyone
appreciates.

OLD BUSINESS

A. UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL
Mayor Morrison reported the deed for the new fire hall property location is being reviewed by attorneys
and the discussion will be tabled until further information is available. He said the deed may allow United
Hydraulics and Giles County the first option to purchase the real estate and he will provide additional
information when available. Mr. Wickline said he is not in favor of the investor’s proposal presented to the
Council at a recent meeting and he would recommend they not sale the property and move forward with
the project

B. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the past meeting minutes as they were originally presented, Mayor
Morrison said there are audio recordings of the meetings, and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Wickline. The motion was approved (3-1) by the following voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios,
Mr. Chris Thornton ABSTAINING: Mr. Mann.

C. CONSIDERATION OF BIDS RECEIVED TO REPLACE THE COMMUNITY CENTER ENTRANCE
DOORS
Two quotes were presented for consideration: Advanced Door Service $8,890 and McKenzie Lumber
Company $2,000. Mr. Wickline moved to approve the McKenzie Lumber Company proposal
presented by Mr. Francis Epling, not to exceed $2,000, and the motion was seconded by Mr.
Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr.
Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

NEW BUSINESS
A CONSIDERATION OF RENEWING THE 5-YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN



AND AD-OUT, INC.
Approved earlier.

B. CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASING AN EXPANDED METAL PARTITION FOR THE FORD
EXPLORER
Chief Buckland said there may be a used partition available and requested the discussion be tabled until
the November meeting.

C. CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING AN ELECTRONIC MEETING POLICY
Mr. Kantsios presented an electronic meeting policy for the Council to consider, and Mr. Wickline said his
job requires him to travel often and Mr. Wickline moved to approve the policy and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following voting
YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland
o Chief Buckland's activity report was presented for Council to review

« Both officers have completed the annual firearms training and qualified, as required by the Dept. of
Criminal Justice.

GILES COUNTY PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-
No report submitted

TREASURER'’S REPORT-Pam Kantsios
e October water leak loss: 9.1%
e Alltreasury balances were presented for Council to review
e Curbside Brush Pick-Up: 1
e Zoning Compliance Permit: New Construction at 106 Summit Drive

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

The bills were presented in the amount of $85,263.51. Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of
the bills and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0)
by the following roll call vote: Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton YES; and Mr.
Mann, YES.

APPOINTMENTS
A. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-MAYOR
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Mann as Vice-Mayor and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion passed by the following voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr.
Kantsios, and Mr. Thornton ABSTAINING: Mr. Mann
B. RICH CREEK PLANNING COMMISSION
Tabled
C. RICH CREEK ZONING APPEALS
Tabled



D. GILES COUNTY PSA REPRESENTATIVES
CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTING A TOWN REPRESENTATIVE-TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2027
Mr. Mann moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Kantsios as the Rich Creek representative on
the Giles County PSA Board and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion passed by
the following voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann ABSTAINING: Mr. Kantsios

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTING AN ALTERNATE TOWN REPRESENTATIVE-TERM ENDING JUNE
30, 2027

Mr. Mann moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Chris Wickline as the Rich Creek alternate
representative on the Giles County PSA Board and the motion was seconded by Mr. Kantsios. The
motion passed by the following voting YES: Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thorton, and Mr.

Mann ABSTAINING: Mr. Wickline

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e Trunk-or-Treat: Thursday, October 30t from 5:30 until 7:00 PM at the town office parking lot
« Halloween observed in town October 31st from 6:00 until 8:00 PM

Mayor Morrison said one full-time employee has been hired in the public works department and there is
further discussion and consideration of additional employees.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(1) for
personnel matters and §2.2-3711(A)(3) for discussion considering the Disposition of Public
Property and the motion was seconded by Mr. Thornton. Mr. Wickline said the Council will reconvene
in regular session to record any decisions to be made, regarding their discussion held in the closed
session. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following roll call vote: Voting

YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in
closed session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was approved unanimously (4-0) by the following roll call
vote: Voting YES: Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mayor Morrison stated an offer of employment will be extended and additional information will be provided
at a later time. Mr. Mann said the consensus of the Council is to move forward with further discussions
regarding the sale of the Island Street property. Mayor Morrison said additional information will be supplied
as it becomes available and Mr. Wickline said he supports the sale revenue being used towards the
construction of a new fire department.

The Council agreed to call a special meeting on Monday, November 3, 2025 at 5:00 PM to provide an
update on the Island Street property, the proposed new fire department and for a budget workshop to
review the current FY2025/2026 budget.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.



Paul Morrison, Mayor Pamela Kantsios, Clerk



