DECEMBER 9, 2025, MEETING MINUTES
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 6:00 PM in Council
Chambers, located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, Virginia, with the following individuals present:

Paul Morrison, Mayor Mikhail Mann, Council Chris Thornton, Council
William Kantsios, Council Chris Wickline, Council Phillip Hunt, Council

Steve Buckland, Police Officer Richard Cox, Supt/Town Manager Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk
Kelly Bennett Kim Kantsios Tommy Kantsios

Marva Boggess Alleta Morrison Lorie Hyndrich

Sherry Cox Warren Wilson, RCVFD Satish Patel

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Morrison opened the meeting followed by the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC HEARING-To hear public comments regarding the Amended operating budget for FY2025/2026
Mayor Morrison read the advertisement for the amended operating budget and he stated there are no proposed rate
increases, and the Personal Property Tax Relief Act (PPTRA) remains at 45%. The Revenue and Expenditures is
proposed at $1,415,189. He opened the Public Hearing for public comments. With there being no public comments,
Mayor Morrison closed the Public Hearing.

APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 10™ & DECEMBER 2N°, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Kantsios moved to approve November 10t & December 2", 2025, meeting minutes as presented and the
motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting
YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (RCVFD)-Warren Wilson, RCVFD
e The monthly activity and finance report was presented to the Council for review. Mr. Wilson provided a
report on a recent house fire and stressed the importance of exercising extreme caution when using
portable heaters around children and flammable objects.
e Mr. Wilson said the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting & parade was well attended.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Satish Patel said the water service lines at his motel need to be replaced and he intends to replace them with
PEX materials. He asked Council to consider relief on a large water/sewer bill that he has been making payments on
for approximately one year. The Clerk provided a summary of the leak experienced by Mr. Patel, explaining an
adjustment was not approved, due to Mr. Patel’'s delay in response time in making the needed repair. Mr. W.
Kantsios agreed and said the Council was told the Town and Giles County PSA public works departments had
isolated a large water leak to be located on Mr. Patel's property and had made him aware of their findings multiple
times and due to Mr. Patel's delayed response in making the needed repairs, the Council did not take any action on
consideration of an adjustment to his water bill. The discussion was tabled until further information is provided by the
Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS

A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL
Mr. Cox provided Mr. Wilson with the color palette so the department members can select a building color for the new
fire hall. He reported the contract has been initiated with the contractor/structural engineer (R. L. Price) and said they
anticipate the construction to begin in February 2026, with the shell building and concrete pad to be complete by
August of 2026.

B) CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASING AN EXPANDED METAL PARTITION FOR THE FORD
INTERCEPTOR
Tabled until information is available.



The Council agreed to revisit the discussion regarding the status of replacing the community center doors at their
next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

A) CONSIDERATION OF AGREEMENT WITH THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH NEW RIVER

VALLEY HEALTH DISTRICT

Mr. Cox said the NRV Health District has requested they be allowed a space to park their mobile clinic unit to provide
accessibility to the services offered by the health department, to the residents of Rich Creek and the surrounding
areas. He presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for their consideration. Mr. Kantsios moved to
approve the MOU between the Town and the NRV Health District and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.
The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr.
Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

B) CONSIDERATION TO ADD FRIDAY, JANUARY 2Nd, 2026 AS A HOLIDAY FOR ALL EMPLOYEES
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve of including Friday, January 2, 2026 as a paid holiday for the town
employees and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the
following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
MAYOR’S REPORT-Paul Morrison
No report.

SUPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS/TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT-Richard Cox

o Water Leak Loss rate for November-17.1% Mr. Cox said there may be a discrepancy, due to the difference
in the days reporting between the Town and the Giles PSA meter readings.

o The annual preventive maintenance (PM) on the Midway generator will be completed 12/11. He said a
review of the PM services on the HVAC equipment will be completed, to ensure the maintenance of all units
is completed regularly.

e Mr. Cox said CHA is near completion of the GIS mapping of all the town’s utility lines, valves and hydrants
and the system should be available to the public works department soon.

e The water erosion work along Rt. 219 should be completed by Christmas. He said the EPA will assist with
grant writing to assist with developing a long-term plan for the area.

o Mr. Cox provided an update on the status of the Possum Hollow water storage tank maintenance needs and
requested Council amend the previous approved amount of $2,890 to $3,650 for the water tank critical work
needed. Mr. Wickline moved to approve the additional $760 for the work and the motion was
seconded by Mr. Hunt. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following voting YES:
Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton and Mr. Mann.

¢ An update was also provided to the Council on the equipment needs and repairs, employee
education/safety training, and recognition of employee achievements and volunteers who participated in
decorating the town for the holidays. He thanked all participants of the Tree Lighting event and the activity
committee for their enthusiasm.

e Mr. Cox presented a 5-year Infrastructure Plan and a Goals & Objectives List, for review and suggestions.

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland
o Chief Buckland's activity report was provided for Council to review. There were no comments.

GILES PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-William Kantsios
Mr. W. Kantsios provided an update on the Giles County PSA activities.



TREASURERS REPORT
No report was available and will be emailed to the Council.

PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

The bills were presented in the amount of $59,363.25. Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of the bills
and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following
roll call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Wickline, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; Mr. Thornton YES; and Mr. Mann, YES.

APPOINTMENTS
A) RICH CREEK PLANNING COMMISSION-Consideration of appointment for term ending August 31, 2026
Tabled.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
o The Town Offices will close at noon on December 24t through December 26t for Christmas Holiday.
e The Town Christmas dinner will be held on Monday, December 15t at 6:30PM.
o The Amended 2025/2026 Operating Budget will be adopted on Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 5:00 PM.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(1) for personnel
matters regarding employee benefits and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The motion was
approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline, Mr. Kantsios,
Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in closed
session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be discussed under the
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was seconded by Mr. Wickline. The
motion was approved unanimously (5-0) by the following roll call vote: Voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wickline,
Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Mann.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Paul Morrison, Mayor Pamela Kantsios, Clerk



