
JUNE 8, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 
A meeting of the Rich Creek Town Council was held on Monday, June 8, 2026 at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, 
located at 250 Old Virginia Avenue, Rich Creek, VA with the following individuals present:   
Paul Morrison, Mayor  Mikhail Mann, Vice-Mayor   William Kantsios, Council  
Steve Buckland, RCPD  Richard Cox, Town Manager  Debbie Morris, Deputy Clerk 
Britton Broyles, RCPD   Warren Wilson, RCVFD   Kim Kantsios 
Sherry Cox    Alleta Morrison    Kelly Bennett    
Lorie Dixon   Chasity Wilson    Randy & Fairley Blankenship 
 
Virtual Participation:  Phillip Hunt, Council  
Absent:  Chris Thornton, Council & Chris Wickline, Council 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Morrison, followed by the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF VIRTUAL PARTICATION 
Mr. W. Kantsios moved to approve Mr. Hunt’s participation in the meeting remotely via ZOOM in accordance 
with the town’s Remote Participation Policy and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann.  The motion was 
approved (3-0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Kantsios, Mr. Mann and Mr. Morrison.  
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the minutes of the May 11th & June 1st, 2026 meetings, as presented and the 
motion was seconded by Mr. Mann.  The motion passed unanimously (3-0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. 
Mann, Mr. Kantsios, and Mr. Hunt. 
 
RICH CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT-WARREN WILSON 
Mr. Wilson provided the department’s finance report for the months of March & April. He reported the annual audit 
has been completed by the County.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mrs. Fairley Blankenship, owner of Exchanging Hands Consignment Shop, addressed Council regarding traffic safety 
concerns on Main Street.   

• Excessive speed through the downtown areas 
• Safety concerns for the pedestrians crossing the street 
• The need for additional speed enforcement 
• Parking concerns 

Mr. Cox reported the Rich Creek Police Department has been performing a speed study and he is proposing, to 
Council, the installation of solar powered “your speed” signs. He said he continues to work with VDOT regarding any 
traffic calming improvements they may recommend that can be implemented in the downtown area.  Mr. Mann 
moved to approve the purchase of “your speed” signs for Main Street, to not exceed $1200 and the motion 
was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion passed unanimously (3-0) by the following voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. 
Kantsios and Mr. Mann. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
A) UPDATE ON THE NEW FIRE HALL 

• Concrete pad completed & passed inspection 
• The steel frame construction will begin this week. 

Mr. Mann moved to approve $251,415.16 ($1,766.45 Schnabel Engineering & $249,648.71 R. L. Price 
Construction) and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion passed unanimously (3-0) by the 
following voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Kantsios and Mr. Mann.  (The balance of the ARPA funds available after this 



payment is $21,312). Mr. Cox said a joint meeting of the Council with the fire department committee will be 
scheduled soon for further discussions regarding the project. 

• There was some discussion regarding various fund-raising ideas 
 
B) UPDATE ON THE USDA GRANT FOR THE POLICE CRUISER 
Mr. Cox reported the grant won’t be considered until Rural Development’s third quarter funding cycle (July-Sept). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A) DISCUSSION REGARDING VDOT-PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SIGNAGE 
Mr. Cox is working with VDOT on a solution. 
 
B) DISCUSSION REGARDING VDOT- “YOUR SPEED” PERMITTING 
Signs approved earlier in the meeting. 
 
C) DISCUSSION REGARDING VDOT-POWELL MOUNTAIN ROAD TRUCK ACCESS 
Mr. Cox is working with VDOT on a solution. 
 
D) DISCUSSION REGARDING VDOT-TRAFFIC STUDY 
Speed study is currently underway. 
 
E) CONSIDERATION OF INSTALLING A CHILDREN’S BASKETBALL COURT AT WOODLAND PARK 
Mr. Cox proposed the construction of a handicap accessible basketball court for smaller children at an estimated cost 
of $10K. He said he is applying for grants to fund the project and requested approval of the proposed placement 
adjacent to the current basketball court.  Mr. Kantsios approved of the proposed placement and the motion was 
seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion passed unanimously (3-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. 
Kantsios and Mr. Mann.   
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT-Richard Cox 

• Leak loss-17.2%   Giles County PSA leak detection assistance provided on June 11th after recent “flyover” 
data was reviewed. No significant leaks were found. 

• Reviewing all grant opportunities that may be available. Mr. Cox said a Resolution would need to be 
adopted before any efforts to secure funding for erosion control and drainage improvements can be applied 
for.  Mr. Kantsios moved to approve the EPA Emergency Relief Project Grant Resolution for funding 
consideration from the Community Development Block Grants and the motion was seconded by Mr. 
Hunt.  The motion passed unanimously (3-0) by the following voting YES: Mr. Hunt, Mr. Kantsios and 
Mr. Mann.   

• The 2025 Consumer Confidence Report has been completed and provided to all Rich Creek waterworks 
customers. 

• The Rich Creek Board of Zoning Appeals committee approved a Conditional Use Permit for River Mountain 
Sheds & Outdoor Furniture to sale propane gas. 
 

RICH CREEK ACTIVITY COMMITTEE-Debbie Morris 
• Mr. Mann said comments shared at a recent New River Valley Regional Commission meeting were very 

complimentary of the Rich Creek Activity committee’s activities. 
• The Veteran’s Day service was well attended, and many nice comments were received.   
• Christmas in July & Smores at Gentry’s Landing Campground is scheduled for July 25th. 
• “Back To School” event August 8th 
• Autumnfest scheduled for Saturday, September 12th  
• The sale of bricks and 80th Anniversary ornaments is underway. 



 
RICH CREEK POLICE REPORT-Steve Buckland 

• Police Activity Report presented for review. 
• De-escalation training techniques with Alzheimer and dementia patients has been completed 
• (2) Glock Gen6 Handguns have been purchased and put into service. 

 
GILES COUNTY PSA BOARD REPRESENTATIVE REPORT-William Kantsios 

• Activity report presented 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT-Pamela Kantsios 

• Financial reports presented 
 
PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
Mr. Kantsios moved to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $33,520.53, to include any other bills 
not received for the month of May and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion passed 
unanimously (3-0) by the following Roll Call vote: Mr. Hunt, YES; Mr. Kantsios, YES; and Mr. Mann-YES.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Public Hearing for the proposed Real Property Tax increase-June 18th at 6:00 PM 
• Public Hearing for the proposed FY2027 Operating Budget-June 18th at 6:30 or as soon thereafter as may 

be heard. 
• Special Meeting to adopt the FY2027 Proposed Operating Budget & to pay the bills received to close out the 

FY2026-June 30th at 5:30 PM 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to enter Executive Session as allowed by VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(1) for personnel 
matters regarding town manager’s performance evaluation, VA Code §2.2-3711(A)(6) & (A)(7) for investment 
of public funds/legal for the new fire department and the motion was seconded by Mr. Hunt.  The motion was 
approved unanimously (3-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Kantsios, and Mr. 
Mann. 
 
Mr. Kantsios motioned to reconvene in Regular session and certified the only thing discussed in closed 
session was the matters stated in the motion and which are lawfully permitted to be discussed under the 
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the motion was seconded by Mr. Mann. The 
motion was approved unanimously (3-0) by the following roll call vote:  Voting YES:  Mr. Hunt, Mr. Kantsios, 
and Mr. Mann. 
 
Mayor Morrison said Mr. Cox has met all of the Council’s expectations and received high marks in his performance 
review.   
 
The consensus of the Council is to pursue funding options outside the town, for Phase II of the new fire department, 
due to the local bank having met their lending limits for the current year.   
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
_____________________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Paul Morrison, Mayor      Pamela Kantsios, Town Clerk 
 


